
So You’ve Been Publicly Shamed

What social media do you use?
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Thousands of dollars were spent trying to manage Lindsey
Stone’s reputation online and remove the photo of her at
Arlington National Cemetery. Should Ronson have
republished it in his book? Should I have included it here?
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Firings [Jacob Silverman, Slate]
Why do you think that demanding that someone is fired from
their job has become so central to the public shaming ritual?

Are we all public figures and our employers are like
celebrity corporate sponsors?
mob mentality: no one will punish these people, so we
have to do it ourselves?
public gaze: permanent Google trail extends the
punishment
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Ronson notes that men fear losing their job and that
women fear violence, although the women in the book are
threatened with both.
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Intersectionality (not) in the Book

It’s not that Ronson isn’t aware of issues of class or gender or
politics; it’s just that he doesn’t consider them deeply enough.
(It’s clear, for instance, that Mosley’s riches insulated him from
real harm, but this goes unmentioned.)
[Jacob Silverman, Slate]

A better account might make sense of... [disproportionate and
violent misogynistic, racist, homophobic, transphobic, and gqnb
abuse]. It’s a reminder that “shaming” is an inapt word for this
phenomenon.
[Katherine Cross, Feministing]
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Acknowledgements–some discussion questions and responses
have been adapted from:

Discussion Guide for So You’ve Been Publicly Shamed.
Created by Susanna Eng-Ziskin for CSUN.
http://www.csun.edu/sites/default/files/
Susanna-Eng-Ziskin-Publicly-Shamed-
Discussion-Handout-April-2016.pdf

After Outrage: A slightly guileless tour through the world of the
briefly controversial by Jon Ronson.
by Jacob Silverman for Slate
http://www.slate.com/articles/arts/books/2015/04/
jon_ronson_s_so_you_ve_been_publicly_shamed_
reviewed.html

LitLovers:
http://www.litlovers.com/reading-guides/14-non-
fiction/10245-so-youve-been-publicly-shamed-ronson
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