Ancient Fractions

Egyptians

Egyptians used “unit fractions” fractions with numerator 1.  Exception: They also used 2/3.

They used these “unit fractions” to solve problems. 

Ex. 
[image: image1.wmf] - In other words, 

Show this is correct.

Babylonians:  Used base 60 fractions.

Ex.  Write the fraction 
[image: image2.wmf] in sexagesimal.

Babylonians would separate the decimal part of their number from the integer part with a semicolon (;).  So the number 
[image: image3.wmf] would be approximated by 
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